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March 30, 2020 Regular Session of the Beaverhead County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session
on March 30, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Beaverhead County
Courthouse. Present: Chairman C. Thomas Rice, Commissioner Mike McGinley.
Commissioner John H. Jackson attended via conference call and their Assistant Cindy
Decker was absent in quarantine. ‘

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones and Road Secretary Jamie Flynn did not join the meeting
but sent in Road Report.

The crew has been hauling gravel on Carter Creek Road. They have also been working
on equipment repair. The crew has also been doing some gravel pit reclaim work.

Tom reported on Senator Daines’ call on Friday, March 27 regarding the SBA grants for
private businesses that are less than 500 employees. There really wasn'’t anything
discussed regarding local governments.

At this time, Commissioner Jackson left the conversation and will call back later.

No Road Report was filed today because of COVID-19 absencCes.

Discussion ~ Local Public Health Preparedness Update

Public Health Director Sue Hansen joined the meeting and stated that she doesn’t have
the update printed out quite yet, but will email it soon. She asked if Mike would sit on the
local ICT" (Incident Command 7eam 1) and he agreed. He will attend any meetings via
Zoom Meeting.

Casey Elliott from the Tribune joined the meeting.
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Discussion & Action ~ Appointment of 2020 Election Counting Ju

Clerk & Recorder Stacey Reynolds joined the meeting and passed out a letter with the
details of who she would like appointed to serve on the Beaverhead County Counting
Judge Board for the 2020-2022 election cycle. '

After brief discussion, the following motion was made:

MOTION: Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded
that Shannon McWilliams, Susanna Ruby, Jeanette Pittman and
Barb Hall be appointed to serve on the Beaverhead County
Counting Judge Board for the 2020-2022 election cycle with Heidi
Schwandt and Kathy Hilton to serve if needed. A verbal vote was
taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Discussion & Action ~ Governor’s Directive on Mail Ballot Election for Primary

Commissioner Jackson called back in for this agenda item.

Clerk & Recorder Stacey Reynolds passed out a letter she had prepared to the
commissioners stating that yesterday (March 25, 2020) Governor Bullock issued
Executive Orders 2-2020 & 3-2020 providing alternative measures to implement the
2020 June Primary Election. Stacey is asking for the commissioners’ support in favor of
changing the 2020 Federal Primary Election from a polling place election to an all-mail
ballot election. Resolution 2020-07 — Calling for the June 2, 2020 Primary Election to be
Conducted by Mail Ballot was reviewed.
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After brief discussion, the following motion was made:

MOTION: Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Jackson
“seconded that Resolution 2020-07 — Calling for the June 2, 2020
Primary Election to be Conducted by Mail Ballot be adopted. A
verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

A copy of the Resolution can be viewed below:
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WHEREAS, dus to the giobal outbresk of COVID-19 Novel Coronsvirus, on Masch 25, 2020, Govemnor
BDullock of the Ststs of Montans issued s directive implementing Executive Ovders 2-2020 and 3-2020,
pecmitting counties %0 conduct the Jans 2, 2020 primery under e madl baliot provisions of Tithe 13
Clugpter 19, sad suspending Section §13-19-104(3)(x). MCA, this purpose only; and

WHEREAS, Governor Bullock’s directive secogniss thet the Centers for Disssse Control and Preveation
has wyed states to “cacowsage voters to use voting mothods thet misimize direct contuct with other
people and reduce crowd sk at polling seetions™; and

WHERREAS, on March 18, 2020, C. Thomes Rics, Chair of the Besverhead County Board of
Commissioners, deciared thet & state of emergency oxisied in Beavesheed County, Momtens, a8 & result of
the threat of the outbeeak of the communicable dissase COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, condecting a polling place slection poses se enbanoed risk 10 public health snd humman
-mu»&-mvm-m.u—n,mmm«umu
ondangeoring votars, poll workers, and now-voters alfles;

WHEREAS, §13-19-202, MCA, allows a governing body o request that the slection administsator
conduct ax elestion by ues of mail ballots; ssd

WHEREAS, the mail balict provisions of Titls 13, Chager 19, MCA, still sllow for in-person voting if
the Juns 2 primary is conducted by the wee of mail ballots and, consoquently, Governor Bullock’s March
&MMWMmﬂhﬂmdwﬁuﬁuﬁm-ﬂl
euforcsment of social dissencing policies ot polling losations; asd

WHEREAS, for s county choosing 10 conduct the June 2 primary by mail baliot clection, Governor
Bullock’s Mareh 23, 2020 disective reqeires the county 10 expand apportwaities for carly voting by: (1)
making ballots availsbie at the clection administrator’s office or other designated Jooation from May 4,
2020 until the end of ths slection; (2) sllowing voters 10 apply for, rvocive, and mark & baliot in-person in

© amenmer conslstent with § 13-13-222, MCA; (3) sending mafl ballots 25 days befiee the end of the
slection, on May 8, 2028, consistent wilh the timsline for sbesntes bailots at § 13-13-205, MCA; snd (4)
including & promineat aotice with instructions sent 10 voters with mail beliots thet s postage stamp is not
necessncy 10 return the ballot by smil; and

WHEREAS, Governor Bullock’s March 23, 2020, divestive aleo reguires that & cousty conducting the
June 2 primary by oesil baliot dlection submit & writhen plan © the Secvetary of Sute under §§ 13-19-201,
MICA, et 50q. by April 2, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Cousty Commissioners of Besverhead County finds that conducting the June 2
primary by mail ballot election is ascemary 1o protect the health, safety, and general welthre of the
citinens of Besverhoad County.

NOW THEREFORE, it is hareby resclved as follows:
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1. Tha Bosrd of Cousty Convmissioness of Besverbead County, Memtans, hesveby requets thet the
Besverhead Comsty Clerk and Recendee, as slestion administentor for Besverhead County,
conduot the Juns 2, 2000 primary election by mail ballot.

2. The June 2 primary mall ballot clection shall be beid consistont with Governor Bullock’s March
25, 2020 disnctive, including the requirsments that e eleation sdministrator:

A. Mahe ballois svallsble st her office or other designated lnotion from May 4, 2020 wmil
the end of the election:

B. Allow voters 1o apply for, sacoive, and mark s beliot in-parsos in & seanner consistent
with § 13-13-222, MCA;

C. Sond mal) ballow 25 duys bufore the snd of the elesties, on May 8, 2000, consistent with
the timeling for shoantus hallots ot § 13-13-205, MCA;

D. Inciuds a prominent notios with instructions sent 1o volers with mail ballots thet o
postage stamp ls 80t ascenswry 10 retern the ballot by mall; and

E. Subink  writhon plen 10 the Sessetary of St under § 13-19-201, MCA, o seq. by Apell

2,2020,
3. The election administeutor shall essablish, implement, and enfosce the sfb registration
and voring measures identified in Governor s Maveh 25, 2020 directive for all in-person
voting flar the Jung 2 primary election. :
DATED this 2Dday of Masch, 2020.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF

s Uee

C. Thomas Rise, Chairmen

gl

Clork and Recorder, Besvarhesd Comaty

At this time, Stacey commented that she will be needing extra help for the mail ballot
election. She also stated that she will need a ballot drop box for ballots and courthouse
documents. Facilities will order those boxes to be placed outside near the cluster boxes.
These will be bolted down for security purposes.

Commissioner Jackson left the conversation.

Public Comments on Sub Under Cou urisdiction Not on nda
None

Recess

At 12:00 noon, Chairman Rice recessed the meeting. At 1:30 p.m., Chairman Rice
reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley present. Their Assistant Cindy
Decker was absent and in quarantine.

Unfinished Business/Other Topics of Discussion:
Routine matters occupied the attention of the Board for the remainder of the day.

Payment of Invoices:
The Commissioners reviewed and approved invoices for a total of $59,247.94, beginning

with check #204319 and ending with check #204399. The Invoice Payment Schedule is
located in the Financial Administrator's Office.

Public Comments on Under County Jurisdiction:
There were no public comments.

Adjourn:
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned
at 5:00 p.m.

Clerk of the Board




