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March 17, 2025 Regular Session of the Beaverhead County Commissioners 
 
The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session 
on March 17, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners Room of the Beaverhead County 
Courthouse.   Present: Commissioner John Jackson, Commissioner Tom Rice and 
Commissioner Support Specialist Dana Basile.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
At this time, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance aloud to begin the day. 
 
Updates on County Projects 
 
Road Supervisor Bob Ferris was present and reported that they hauled gravel on 
Sweetwater and Carter Creek. They are plowing a little snow today. He is still working 
on getting ready for the bridge this week.    
The following Road Department Report was submitted and scanned into the minutes: 
 

March 9th to March 15th, 2025 

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas 

 

DILLON AREA 

• Haul Gravel Sweetwater 

• Equipment Repairs and Maintenance  

• Check local roads 

 

WISDOM AREA 

• Road Check 

• Shop clean, oil collection 

• Plow Lower North Fork, Big Swamp, Miner Lake, and Skinner Meadows 

• Plow Upper and Lower North Fork 

• Equipment Repair Shop 

 

LIMA AREA 

• Plow Snow on South Valley Road Rd 

• Equipment Repair, Moved Equipment, hard Face Welding 

• Yard and Shop Maintenance 

• Road Check 

 
Clerk and Recorder Stacey Reynolds, Planner Rob Macioroski, School Superintendent 
Mike Miller, Sheriff David Wendt, Weeds Supervisor Amber Burch, Facilities Manager 
Shonna Graham, Extension Agent Jack Bazemore, Deputy County Attorney Coty Calvin, 
Deputy County Attorney Margot Newman, GIS Coordinator Tracy Sawyer, and Land Use 
Sanitarian Tom Wagenknecht, joined the meeting. 
 
Tracy commented he is busy still with computer stuff. There are currently a lot being 
replaced. He is making progress on landfill kiosk and currently helping the Treasurer with 
the switchover.  
 
Jack added the Master Gardener class is today. His performance evaluation is today with 
MSU and intern interviews start this week for his summer intern.  
 
Tom mentioned that Nick is out today for a radio training in Vegas. Sanitation has been 
getting a few permits submitted and inquiries lately. Last week he was at Ft Harrison for 
DES training. He is working on grants this week.  
 
Rob mentioned last week he was asked for help working on a growth policy with Lima. At 
the Planning board meeting last week, Burke came in from nature conservancy to do a 
presentation. He will be working on flood plain violation with the engineer.  
 
Stacey added she is just waiting on deadlines. The elections office furniture will be here 
next week.  
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Amber added she was in Helena last week. There were a few Dillon local landowners that 
attended the conference as well. She had some higher-ranking grants and was awarded 
$128K. This week she is presenting at the Big Hole Watershed.  
 
Shonna commented that the Public Health sign was delivered last week. It is going to be 
hooked up at the same time as generator in April. Alexis is gone this week for boiler 
training. The panic buttons have been ordered for detention officers.  
 
Mike added he just got back from Billings. The schools need to send out information to 
the homeschoolers this week.  
 
David added busy weekend with 23 downstairs.  
 
Coty introduced Margot as the new deputy attorney and gave an update on Sky- he is still 
in Texas for the rest of the week. Normal business as usual.  
 
 
Discussion and Action- Petition to Open Axes Canyon Road 
 
Dorsey and Whitney LLP on behalf of High Divide Minerals, formerly known as Barrett’s 
Minerals, submitted a petition to the Commissioners to establish and open Axes Canyon 
Road as a County Road.  
 
Coty began with stating the county received the petition on March 12, 2025. It needs to 
be timestamped with the Clerk and Recorder. The commissioners have 30 days to look 
into the petition and investigate. Once the investigation is complete, they have 10 days 
to inform all the landowners and interested parties of their decision.  
 
Dorsey and Whitney LLP Attorney, Gage Zobell began with Barrett Minerals wants to be 
very transparent about the process. High Divide has mineral rights to the Smith Dillon 
mine and they currently do not have access to it. In 1991, they had full access, the road 
was requested to be closed by the landowners and commissioners (back then) agreed 
contingent upon the mine still had access, this was not followed through on. Opening 
the road will only will directly affect the Smith land. There is one gate that is locked to 
thru traffic. They only need access to their mine/mineral rights in section 23 but it would 
be good to add access to the BLM land beyond. This opens the idea that there will be a 
mine open and functioning in Beaverhead County. This has the potential to bring $300-
400K in tax base to the county and approximately 80 mining jobs.  
There was a question regarding the timing to complete the exploration- they would like 
to get on the property and begin exploration as soon as they can.  
Question asked- if they make it a county road, do they have the right to go off that road 
past the easement? Gage answered no, they are limited to the easement. The mine 
owns the mineral rights not the land. They have the right to reasonable accommodation 
of exploration. The road goes right by where they have mineral rights in section 23. 
Gage presented a map of the area to clarify.  
A Community member commented that the BLM land is currently able to be accessed 
from a different way for hunting. Opening up Axes Canyon to the BLM land will allow the 
land to be overrun by public and decrease property value. Gage responded ownership 
of the mineral rights is dominant to the landownership. Their goal is to gain legal access 
to the mines, continuing the road to the BLM land can be removed from their proposal if 
needed.  
Judy Brown commented the road was closed due to vandalism, gates not being 
respected, and garbage left which is why the ranchers originally wanted it closed.  
 
Comment was made by Kami Benson expressing opposition on behalf of her family- 
they plead for a private resolution. (the full letter can be found with the Commissioners 
Clerk) 
A comment was made to point out that the haul roads would affect the landowners and 
devalue property.  
Another comment was made stating if the road goes past the mine, that is private 
property all the way to the BLM property and the land is currently accessible from the 
Sweetwater side. There is no need to open it for public recreation as it is already open. 
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It was also mentioned the area for parking would need to be on private property as 
there is nowhere for parking on the BLM land itself.  
Judy Brown asked if Gage and others have ever been to the Smith Dillon site. Gage 
responded with no because there is no access and that is why they’re here today. She 
questioned the Commissioners whether a valid decision can be made using aerial 
maps. It’s considered a “jeep trail”, not a scenic byway.  
She also questioned Gage, how does the road being open through help the landowners. 
Gage responded with stating she has a personal license for crossing the land to her 
property but should she ever sell, the right of access does not go with the property.  
Gage added that they want to have an agreement with the county to cover the costs of 
repairing the road and not using taxpayers dollars.  
Judy added when the road was open, there was a lot of vandalism and cutting fences. 
The hunters were not respectful to the landowners. There are landowners here that had 
no idea this petition was being worked and they feel blindsided. 
Deputy County Attorney Coty Calvin added that anyone has the right to petition to open 
a road under state law. This meeting is just setting that and to follow the statute to 
conduct the investigation.  
Rice clarified that we all just received the petition last week and this is the first date 
available for a public meeting and discussion.  
It was questioned why the landowners were not notified. Gage responded that he 
pushed this to be on the agenda so they are transparent. This is the public notice and 
letting the pubic know. Gage added that the only landowner that is directly affected by 
the petition is the Smith Unit and attempt to contact was made by High Divide.  
The lawyer for the Smith Unit was present and said he was not notified of this petition 
nor know of any contact attempted other than the meeting notice seen in the paper 
regarding today’s Commissioner Meeting. In 1991, the county determined that the road 
was “abandoned” and the landowners would like to keep it closed to public.  
Greg Bell with Ruby Graphite Holdings stood for comment, he stated they have a 
mineral lease and mining claims in the BLM land and on Judy Browns land. When 
mines go through the permitting process, they look at all sorts like environmental, noise 
pollution, water pollution, etc and the impact on the community. DEQ also looks at it all.  
He currently has an off road permit and has the right to drive out there over with 
“minimal impact”. Greg stated that the mines need to be communicating with each other 
to see where they can minimize the impact to all. He wanted to state that he does not 
want the Commissioners to grant this access- it would cause more problems with his 
operations.  
 
Coty reminded the board we have until April 11th to finish and make a recommendation.  
 
Commissioner Jackson thanked everyone for coming.  
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Discussion and Action- Resolution 2025-05 – Appointing Special Deputy County 
Attorney for a Confidential Case 
 
Deputy County Attorney Coty Calvin was present and briefly discussed the 
circumstances with the Commissioners. Madison County district attorney David Buchler 
will be appointed with approval.  
 

MOTION: Commissioner  Rice moved and Commissioner Jackson 
seconded that Resolution 2025-05 be signed and approved. A 
verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 

  

 
Action on Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes of the March 10, 2025 meeting were read and the following motion was 
made:   
 

MOTION: Commissioner Jackson moved and Commissioner Rice 
seconded that the minutes be approved.  A verbal vote was 
taken and the motion carried unanimously. 
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Recess  
 
At 12:00 noon, Commissioner Jackson recessed the meeting.  At 1:30 p.m., 
Commissioner Jackson, and Commissioner Rice reconvened the meeting with and their 
Assistant Dana Basile present. 
 
Legislative Update 
No one was present for the update this week.  
 
Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction Not on Agenda 
 
 
Unfinished Business/Other Topics of Discussion 
Routine matters occupied the attention of the Board for the remainder of the day. 
 
Payment of Invoices 
 
The Commissioners did not review or approve any invoices today. The Invoice Payment 
Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office. 
 
 
Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction 
 
 
Adjourn 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned 
at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
  
Attest:       Approved:                                                                                                                                   

Clerk of the Board                    Chairman of the Board  


