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April 7, 2025 Regular Session of the Beaverhead County Commissioners 

 
The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session 
on April 7, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners Room of the Beaverhead County 
Courthouse.   Present: Commissioner John Jackson, Commissioner Michael McGinley, 
Commissioner Tom Rice and Commissioner Support Specialist Dana Basile.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
At this time, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance aloud to begin the day. 
 
Updates on County Projects 
 
Road Supervisor Bob Ferris was not present. 
The following Road Department Report was submitted and scanned into the minutes: 
 

March 30th to April 5th, 2025 

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas 

 

DILLON AREA 

• Equipment Repairs and Maintenance  

• Check local roads 

 

WISDOM AREA 

• Road Check 

• Dump Run. Shop Clean. Oil Collection 

• Equipment repair. Sign Repair.  

• Burn Willows Miner Lake. Plow Gibbonsville and GP 303.  

• Sign Install in Wisdom.  

 

LIMA AREA 

• Blade Big Sheep Creek Road and South Valley Road.  

• Plowed Snow South Valley Road.  

• General Fabrication. General Welding.  

• Shop Maintenance and Yard Maintenance.  

• Road and Lane Check 

 
 
Clerk and Recorder Stacey Reynolds, Planner Rob Macioroski, School Superintendent 
Mike Miller, Landfill Supervisor Nick Hoem, Justice of the Peace Randi Braddock, Weeds 
Supervisor Amber Burch, Sheriff David Wendt, Facilities Manager Shonna Graham, MSU 
Extension Agent Jack Bazemore, Fairground Manager Justin Kellabrew, Food Sanitarian 
Joyce Pollastro, County Attorney Sky Jones, GIS Coordinator Tracy Sawyer, and Land 
Use Sanitarian Tom Wagenknecht, joined the meeting. 
 
Nick commented the landfill has been busy due to the nice weather. Within the next week 
or two the kiosk should be complete for the scale.  
 
Jack added that today is a busy day with Master Gardener class and Fair Board. He will 
be on the radio this week to talk about his drone program. He hired an intern that starts 
May 26th from Florida.  
 
Justin mentioned the Youth Challenge cadets helped clean up last week. Railroad is 
doing tie replacements down the tracks and have employees staying in campers along 
the tracks. He is working with city today to get water turned on. Electrician is working on 
powerlines. Fair board meeting tonight. There is a new water truck in the works.  
 
Rob commented it is a quiet week for planning and he is working on flood plain permits.  
 
Shonna added that the Public Health generator is ordered. The concrete pad will be laid 
for the sign and the generator this week and installed next week. The furnace is being 
fixed today. She is working on getting estimates for the security grants.  
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David added it was a busy weekend with 18 downstairs.  
 
Tom mentioned that the LEPC meeting is at 9:30a. He has been working on the three 
Homeland security grants he is going to submit to try and get funding to secure the school, 
the courthouse and the city buildings. The committee needs to decide on the priority of 
the grants. For DES, he is getting rid of the satellite phone and going with a cheaper 
Starlink system. For sanitation, there are a few permits and inquiries flowing in.  
 
Amber added she has applications for summer weeds help coming in and has been 
setting up their interviews.  
 
Joyce commented we got an FDA grant for about half of what we had last year. She got 
a good start on inspections and helping with septic permits.  
 
Randi added busy April so far. This week a bench trial. Thursday she will be in Madison 
county for a trial. Bo has clerk conference next week. New case law that came out that 
affects DUIs and how officers are able to collect evidence.  
 
Mike mentioned quiet week this week. Working on monitoring for the Grant school. He 
has a Zoom regarding homeless students or ELLs.  
 
Stacey added getting ready for elections in May.  
 
Tracy added he has been cleaning up computers and files lately. Got new computer for 
Mike this week. Doing GIS work.  
 
Sky commented he got caught up on civil stuff such as the FBO agreement for the airport. 
Busy week in court. Coty is working a case in Madison county this week.  
 
 
LEPC Meeting 
 
The minutes from the LEPC Meeting will be located in the DES office.  
 
Action on Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes of the March 31, 2025 meeting were read and the following motion was 
made:   
 

MOTION: Commissioner Jackson moved and Commissioner Rice 
seconded that the minutes be approved.  A verbal vote was 
taken and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
Recess  
 
At 12:00 noon, Commissioner Jackson recessed the meeting.  At 1:30 p.m., 
Commissioner Jackson, Commissioner Rice and Commissioner McGinley reconvened 
the meeting with and their Assistant Dana Basile present. 
 
Legislative Update 
 
There was no legislative update today. 
 
Discussion- Axes Canyon Petition  
 
See Revised Petition and Sign in Sheet below.  
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Commissioner Jackson opened by allowing Gage to discuss the changes to the new 
petition.  
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Gage added the new petition does not include the road to go through to the BLM land. It 
is only being asked to open the road to section 23 where they have their mineral rights 
in response to the public.  
McGinley asked Sky if this resets the timeline. Sky responded the Commissioners have 
30 days from this petition submission to get this case reviewed.  
McGinley added in 30 days the Commissioners will have the decision. Today we are 
acknowledging the new petition.  
All the minutes from the last meeting and the letters are part of the official record.  
Sky added now is not the day for the town hall and comment on the petition itself but 
this is public notice that there will be a public hearing.  
Coty added there is 30 days to make the investigation and then within 10 days all 
owners need to be notified of the decision.  
McGinley added, as the petition is now, there is only one land owner that is abudding.  
Gage added there is only the Smith Unit and the mine as mineral rights owners.  
Coty added the petition came in on March 28th so the 30 days is through April 28th.  
Judy Brown added for the Commissioners to look at the bridge over the creek on Buster 
Brown Rd and the culverts if they’re suitable for the large trucks driving over.  
 
McGinley added, he wanted to set ground rules- this is not a conversation or argument 
between anyone, this is ask the Commissioners to look into and they will respond. 
Public comment is to the Commissioners not other members of the audience.  
 
Jackson thanked all for coming. Rice added we will let everyone know about a public 
hearing date when it is scheduled.  
 
Gage asked if the hearing would be within or after the 30 days, it was responded that it 
will likely be after the 30 day time period.  
 
No further comments were made.  
 
Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction Not on Agenda 
 
 
Unfinished Business/Other Topics of Discussion 
 
Routine matters occupied the attention of the Board for the remainder of the day. 
 
Payment of Invoices 
 
The Commissioners reviewed and approved invoices for a total of $77,292.56 beginning 
with check #217512 and ending with check #217559. The Invoice Payment Schedule is 
located in the Financial Administrator’s Office. 
 
4/1/25 Void Ck #217508,217509 
4/1/25 CK# 217510 Justin Kellabrew Change for Machine at Fairgrounds 
4/3/25 CK# 217511 Lori Blaede Road Dept. Hoist and Pulley 
 
 
Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction 
 
 
Adjourn 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned 
at 5:00 p.m. 
 
  
Attest:       Approved:                                                                                                                                   

Clerk of the Board                    Chairman of the Board  


