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April 7, 2025 Regular Session of the Beaverhead County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session
on April 7, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners Room of the Beaverhead County
Courthouse. Present: Commissioner John Jackson, Commissioner Michael McGinley,
Commissioner Tom Rice and Commissioner Support Specialist Dana Basile.

Pledge of Allegiance

At this time, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance aloud to begin the day.

Updates on County Projects

Road Supervisor Bob Ferris was not present.
The following Road Department Report was submitted and scanned into the minutes:

March 30th to April 5th, 2025
Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas

DILLON AREA
e Equipment Repairs and Maintenance
e Check local roads

WISDOM AREA
e Road Check
e Dump Run. Shop Clean. QOil Collection
e Equipment repair. Sign Repair.
e Burn Willows Miner Lake. Plow Gibbonsville and GP 303.
e Sign Install in Wisdom.

LIMA AREA
e Blade Big Sheep Creek Road and South Valley Road.
e Plowed Snow South Valley Road.
e General Fabrication. General Welding.
e Shop Maintenance and Yard Maintenance.
e Road and Lane Check

Clerk and Recorder Stacey Reynolds, Planner Rob Macioroski, School Superintendent
Mike Miller, Landfill Supervisor Nick Hoem, Justice of the Peace Randi Braddock, Weeds
Supervisor Amber Burch, Sheriff David Wendt, Facilities Manager Shonna Graham, MSU
Extension Agent Jack Bazemore, Fairground Manager Justin Kellabrew, Food Sanitarian
Joyce Pollastro, County Attorney Sky Jones, GIS Coordinator Tracy Sawyer, and Land
Use Sanitarian Tom Wagenknecht, joined the meeting.

Nick commented the landfill has been busy due to the nice weather. Within the next week
or two the kiosk should be complete for the scale.

Jack added that today is a busy day with Master Gardener class and Fair Board. He will
be on the radio this week to talk about his drone program. He hired an intern that starts
May 26" from Florida.

Justin mentioned the Youth Challenge cadets helped clean up last week. Railroad is
doing tie replacements down the tracks and have employees staying in campers along
the tracks. He is working with city today to get water turned on. Electrician is working on
powerlines. Fair board meeting tonight. There is a new water truck in the works.

Rob commented it is a quiet week for planning and he is working on flood plain permits.

Shonna added that the Public Health generator is ordered. The concrete pad will be laid
for the sign and the generator this week and installed next week. The furnace is being
fixed today. She is working on getting estimates for the security grants.
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David added it was a busy weekend with 18 downstairs.

Tom mentioned that the LEPC meeting is at 9:30a. He has been working on the three
Homeland security grants he is going to submit to try and get funding to secure the school,
the courthouse and the city buildings. The committee needs to decide on the priority of
the grants. For DES, he is getting rid of the satellite phone and going with a cheaper
Starlink system. For sanitation, there are a few permits and inquiries flowing in.

Amber added she has applications for summer weeds help coming in and has been
setting up their interviews.

Joyce commented we got an FDA grant for about half of what we had last year. She got
a good start on inspections and helping with septic permits.

Randi added busy April so far. This week a bench trial. Thursday she will be in Madison
county for a trial. Bo has clerk conference next week. New case law that came out that
affects DUIs and how officers are able to collect evidence.

Mike mentioned quiet week this week. Working on monitoring for the Grant school. He
has a Zoom regarding homeless students or ELLSs.

Stacey added getting ready for elections in May.

Tracy added he has been cleaning up computers and files lately. Got new computer for
Mike this week. Doing GIS work.

Sky commented he got caught up on civil stuff such as the FBO agreement for the airport.
Busy week in court. Coty is working a case in Madison county this week.

LEPC Meeting

The minutes from the LEPC Meeting will be located in the DES office.

Action on Previous Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the March 31, 2025 meeting were read and the following motion was
made:

MOTION: Commissioner Jackson moved and Commissioner Rice
seconded that the minutes be approved. A verbal vote was
taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Recess

At 12:00 noon, Commissioner Jackson recessed the meeting. At 1:30 p.m.,
Commissioner Jackson, Commissioner Rice and Commissioner McGinley reconvened
the meeting with and their Assistant Dana Basile present.

Legislative Update

There was no legislative update today.

Discussion- Axes Canyon Petition

See Revised Petition and Sign in Sheet below.
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Axes Canyon Petition
April 7, 2025
COMMISSIONERS' ROOM, BEAVERHEAD COUNTY, DILLON, MT

PLEASE PRINT
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Beaverhead Cownty Board of Commissioners
2 Sauth Pacific Strest
Dillan, Maniana 35725
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2 Pant ol Aves Canpon Road as.a County Rosd

Dear Beavertead County Board of Commsssioners:

O hehald of High Divide Minerals, a Maniasa lndied labdlliy campasy {Formerly knawa
as Barretts Minerals, Inc.y 1 Flgh Divide™), being a resident and tucpayer of Beaverhend County,
Mamasa (the *Counary}. and togesher with ten or more of the freeholders af the mad districe
taxable taeretn For road purpeses In the County it “Erasholders’ and, collectively with High
Ditvide, refemed v as “we”), wee Formally request the withdrmwal of te oclgisal Petition 10 Open
Axes Canyun Road (the ~First Pedvion ) and do herehy suboit this secand revised pettion {this
“Patitfors”}. We formally request the Besverbead County Boand of C (the " Board")
ta establish and open a poribon of the Axes Canyon Road os 2 public county rad.

Following prbilic comment received during a pubic mesting of e Baard beld on March
17, 2025, we determized 2 wiihdrawal of the Fiest Petdilon asd ressbeniiial of this Pesiion
addressed community member comcems shibe stll serving the best mseest of the County. We are
apart of this lncal community and have been, and will always try 1 be, respoasive o the foelings
of the s large. We ballove this Py Batter reflect the wishes of County cliizees by
limkzing the reopening of Axes Canyon Roid e pravide public access gnby to thase miseral esises
beld by High Divide.

Since 1955 High Divide has swned private real property interests in the farm of mineral
righés ta ke progerty Jocally knawn as the Smith Dillzn Mine locaied within Secilen 23, Township
& South, Range & West the “Suith D). The Smish Dillon comaies o deposit of vl minerls
that weese meves Fully developed. Axes Canyon Road, which exisied as a public raad for almost one
bemedred years, provided High Divide's An-Interest access i the Smith Dillon, The
County indtimed the process of abandoning Axes Canyon Road & 2 peblic mad in July of 1991
Whis: the County clesed Axes Canyan Baad, It was noted In the rocord on July 19, 1991, that,

* Sen Exbilet C, mes Comyon Fioed Abarsdevamm: Decumastn
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BETITION TO OPEN A COUNTY ROAD

High Divide Minerals, a Momissa linsiicd liahility company (* Eigh Divide™, agetber with
thie undesskgred, ihentified within Exhibie B sotachied i this peilian (this " Pettion ), being at least
ek freckaclders (the " Freehmbdens” collectively with High Divide refemed o os “we” ar "oy,
wizhin the road district of Beaverhesd Cowsey ithe ~County”), do herwby petition the Boasd of
Beaveshead County Commissiones (the " Baerd") 1o open 2 portion of county road s depleind s
the attached Exhibie A ithe ~ Road”y purssant o Maontasa Cede, Tiile 7, Chaptes 14, Pan 26

s, w0 our keoaled ge, thie County has no fomeal pmcess of procedure o sdbmil @ petiton
ta apen a county road, we subasit this Pesiilon with the intes 1o fslly comply with Mostana Code
Section 7-14-2601{1), wherein any wn (10}, or a majarity, of the real property owsers of a road
diistrice that Is taable for mad purpeses may petiion e Board e open, establish, canstruct,
chamge, abandon, or discantinue any county raad i the districe. Parsuant (o Montana Code Section
7-14-2602 and as oiherwise Insinacied by nelevant case law, such peiltion musi inclade:

1 The pasticular road ar mads 10 be opened, established, constrocted, changed,
ahandoned, ar discantinued;

2 T grseeral mute thensal;

3 T laneds and oowmers affecsed:

4 Whesher the awners wha can be found cossent thereso;

5 ‘Whisre conssnt bs gt given, the probabbe cast of the ngte-of-way; and

[ The necesslty for and advaniage of ihe peslilomed acilon

Thids Beoard b autheorized 1o apen, estabdish, ar re-rsiablish 2 cosnty rogd upen such petlition
prsuant i Mootana Code Section 7-14-2603. Ceriain real peopesty owners and pesiiloners

denoted n Exdibits B propase opening and seestablishing a limited portion of the Read as a
county rowd. as moee pariiculasly deplcied in Exhibii 4,

Therefare, In accordance with dMantara Code §§ 7-14-2600 and 7-14-260Z, we hereby
submit thal it is necessary, desirable, and feastble s establish 2 lmited pomion of county mad *

L Lueorrea o OF T Boa 10 sx (rgsen

The Road propesed by this Petition 1 2 pertion of the road keown s Axes Canyon Road,
which was perpariedly abandoned as a pablic rad In 1981, 25 mare fally degikcted In ibe aétached
Exhihli & The propesed Road would divert fram the current public road known as ihe Busier
Broram Boad in the SW4 of Section 22, Township 8 South, Range B West, and then Fallow the old
Axes Camyon Foad as it orosses Section 22 and entess inle ad orosses & pantion af Section 22

1 An deflized in Montar Code Secsom 7-14-2001H)h).

Axes Canyon Petition
April 7, 2025
COMMISSIONERS' ROOM, BEAVERHEAD COUNTY, DILLON, MT
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Eecause High Divide's predecessar-in-nterest, Phlzer, Inc., formesty known as Chas. Pfizer & Co
Inc. ( Plzer"), bad & verbal ngreemess with nelghboring peivate landowness & cantimse 1o access
the Ssith Dillan by Axes Camyon Road, the County would assist Ffizer In acquiring a secorded.
right.ofommy ower Ames Canvan Boad afier s abandonmese.* The County's shandoamsent of
Actess Camvan Koad, therefone, was doos with th hi fier fiature develop

the Samith Dallon would noe be impaired. Unfortunately, any private access agresment was not
recnided, leading i the need for this Peilidon. Conslstent with the County's inbent in 1991, s for
the public beneflts sei forih berein, we heschy regeest the Board grand this Petiilon fo ogen a postian
of Ases Camyon Road.

Cpening this parion of Aves Canyan Raad aligns with the best nseresss of Hraveshead
County and lis residents and suppars economic developoent, public safety, and communliy
cannectivity, Ahsea this apenisg, High Divide's mineral issereses will be stranded potessially s
perpensity. We appreciate yous atteseion io this maiter and ook faramnd b yosr cossideration and
respanse

Respecfially,
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLF .
sl A1z VI
j i 3t
P e a -
Cage Hart Zogell
asizer
CHZn )
kA

L1 5 Pt S| S 211 Sk s oy, LT L1 | T ST ¥ RS T iy

Fritins i Opes Acam Casyus Rl
Pderch 2k, 2
Fage d

il it would end o the old Seith Dillon Mine Sise {the * Mime She”) Incated approximaicly in
the WWYHSE Y% of Secibon 231

White the cid Axes Canyon Raad continues thraugh Secilon 23 and crosses. inio Sectlon
24, we de not peibibsn or prepose for thai section of the Axes Canyon Boad o be re-established
as a public road. I response o the local preference expressed ata public meeting of the Board oo
Bdarch 17, 2025 in relation to an earlior perition sebmined to the Board on March 12, 2025 (the
“First Petithon”™), we now progese and petiton that the Boad temsdsate at the Mine Site as deploted
in Exhibli &

1L Peoroen Gesewsr Roars oF mhe Boan

As dephted in Exbibit A, we propose twa allersative routes for the Rosd. The firs route
fodlows the general rouse of the abandaned Ases Canyan Road, stopping direcily at the Mine Sise
(ke “Filesi Rowte™). The Firsi Rowe fallows closely along the nearby siream and irrvels south
throwsgh the W4 of Secilon 23 and then iurns north near the center poini of Sectian 23 and
contisees southeasivsly a short way o the Mise Sie

The aliecmailve (the “Second Route”) i shorier and would deviaie from the old Aves
Reaad in the NW%SWY of Secran 23 and eravel direcily east uniil reconmecting with the
eraditicmal Axes Campon Rosd near the center point of Sectian 23.

Thae First and Second Route serve thee same funceion in grantieg public access o the private
mineral rights held by High Divide. We affer the van alicrsatives o allow the Comnty Secbiliny
in determining If there i a benefit w the County bn establishisg a shomer rouste (e Second Route)
instead of fallowing the ariginal read containisg curves as it follows a meandering siream.

L Lasoaso Owiitns AryEcTED sy Orenine tie Boag

Pursuani in Mootana law, this Petiilon seeks io ddentify the land and owners who are
affecied by the apening of the Boad. Whils the ienm “affected” is not expliciily defined bn Mootana
siafuies, Moniana case low suggesis ihose oaners affecied inchade baih the owness of propesiy
ahuting the propased road god owners of propeny that would be served by the new access
provwlded. We have addmessed both calcgaries below.

A Lamd & Owners Aburting tee Propased Road

Eithes route progosed far the Road traverses only acmss propeny held by the Smith Uniz,
Inc.. a Mosaana corparation {the * Smuith Lind ). and therefore the Smith Unit consiismes the enly
abuiting land and owners of the surface estaie. The Smith Unlt helds the surface estaie, and a

n of the mineral estaie. over which the proposed Road will mverse. The Koad, as proposed,
would affecs the followisg Smish Usii parcels, pariicularly described as:

Township 8 Sowih, Range £ West, MM,

Serthan 22: SWH, MW SRNWWEES, Cencodes: 18-0241-22-3.00-01-0000
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Frtitim 1o Oppes A Canyrs rosd

March 28, 225
Fap il
:'_':2:;)&; Comprm Rimed when legal repeesentaitves froo the Smith Unit ralsed their eppesiilon In a pablic meesing held by
Fams the Beaverhead County Commission oo March 17, 2025 a8 9:30 am an the First Petiion.
SUNE % 1H-0241-22-2-01-01-0000 High Divide bas made previeus altemps at outrezch (o the Smigh Unit in December 2024

and January 2025 (0 iniae ntrodections and discuss private access options. The Smath Unit was
st respansive 1o High Divide's first ssiesnpis by ensail and phane in December 3034, In January,

Secthen 23 SWHSWHNW G, NWESWs,

EvSWh, NWHSEW IHA0241.23 101010000 High Divide ngaim requested o naeeting but was indformed thit the Smish Units sravel schedales
could not accommodate 3 et with no proposal for alemative dates. The Smith Unit evidenily
{thee " St Uit Propertyy perports that the previcss atiempis were noi given with sufficent specificity regarding High

Divide’s interest in securing private ncosss
While the Smizh Unit has surfsce ownership to the shove-mestioned parcels, portlons of

the Bicad will irawerss aves real properey ta which High Divide holds manersl eighrs within Sectica Based an thelr response b ihe First Petliics, we understand thar ihe Smith Unlt claims ihey
23 As such, High Divide ks alsa s aweer' wish Inieresis affected by this Betitlon by virse of I were unaware of High Divide's desim 1o parsue a private easement o ocher form of private acoess,
minesal state ownesship in the following parcels panicalarly described as: Just as High Divide was unaware of their plass 1o sell the surface estaie aboave the High Divide
‘Mineral Esiaie. Therefore, since March 17, 2025, High Divide presessed a formal affer in enier
Township 8 South, Banpe 8 West, M.INM, inin a peivaie access fora of money a5 an in socking public

Sectiom 23: NWEES, SWHEES, NERSWS, SUNES, NEWNES. access, with the following hasic serms:
(15 *atigh Divide Miceral Estae”) Structure — High Divide Mincrals {"Buyer) purchascs from Senith Usit ("Selles”) a

pobvale access right of way over Seller's propeny
Therefare, whibe the Road would cross the Smith Unis Propenty, It would alsa iravel over ) .
proetians af the High Divide Mineral Esiate. Baih real pmperty aweers are affocted, though In Term — Pripeiual and appunenant to Seller's progerty

varying degrees by i Peilian. Property - A privaie right o the nearest public road, follewing ibe edsiing Axs Canyon
lands:

8 Land & Owners Orberwise AfEched FRenad as It traverses avi and acmss the folloaing

As recired under by Montana law, this Pesition also comsiders affected landowners a5 Township 8 Soush. Bamge § West
thase whao own land ihat will be accessed by virtue of npesing the Rosd
Section 2 SWi, NWRNWHSES, SHNEW

As either route of the propesed Road will anly erverse through g Smish Unit Propesty Secilom Z3: SWHSWRNWE, NWLSWH, ERSWY
and end In the niddle of Secthon 23, shove the High Divide Mineral Estate, no ather landowners
will rereive o be desded access by virtue of this Petition. We note thise are additional lasdowners Buyer Resirictlons — Buyver agrees o ooly use the rght of way for perposes of minksg
with praperty borated, and accessed, beyond Section 23, However, those additioeal lindovwners, exploration, development, and ancillary and related purposes
incheding Timber Creck LLC, Chrisiopher Smith, and Headwaters Rasch Limived Parnership will
wect b afffersed i the partion of Axes Canyan Roed which provides privaie access o their progeny Seller Restrictlons - Scller agrers /o nal impede of othenwlss sue g impede development
witll remain closed vo the pablic and s sot included i chis Petsion for re-establishment. of the High Divide Mingzal Estate
IV, Mo Consexr or me LANowses Upon presenting the offer, High Divide has made 1self completely svailable 1o disoss the

serms at any comventent e for the Smith Unis. The Smith Unit has communicated litde 1o no

A Lund & Quoers Afmiiig i Propoped Road imterest bn moving, focward b serious discession anoesd 3 private access sgreement. bn light of

this lack of respanse and n that pebilic access 1o the High Divide Mineral Estate ts within the

As meferenced abave, the anly landowners whase property Inierests abuts the Road are ihe P phve
S Uit and Eligh Divide. High Divide sarssnis an 4tse mich he Erecbedees fn bringing i pubilic intesest of the County, we now hring this Fetition 1o seek public access to the High Divide
Posiiion. Hovwever, basod an cur cammunicadions with the Soih Unit, 1t s cur et Mineral Esate. Prioc so submizal of this Petiion, High Divide, on behall of tself and the
they do not acquicsce fo the public opening of the Road. This oppasision was peblicly arikculaed Frechaldess, notified e Smith Usi of aur iniestian io ssbai this Peiitian In an effors o renain

eransparent. High Divide remains commimed to make iself available s discuss the serms of a
peivate salution if ooe can be reached.  Howeves, given thae public access 1o the High Divide

‘ s e v e LLE, 348 Mom. £F, 25 (200

Friftion b (e Acamn Casyos Risel

Flarch 26, 205
Fu T Friftin b= Opea Ao Camyus R
Polrch 2K, 2005
Mineral Estaie: b5 withis the pubdic interest of the Cowsdy, we have thus submigied this Betition to Fage B
e foraand with the process
Accordingly, we estimate the probable oot of re-esablshing the Road o be anoesd
8 Lamdesners Ooberwise AREced S OO000 (o 526,000.00. However. in the event the compensation for damages affered 1o the
Smigh Unit are not accepeed and the Cosey inldates & condemnation process, we fannal {nor are

Glwen ihai ihis Peilifan anly propases a re-eviablishmeni of ihe Roed g0 ihe middle of e required sl estimate the cost of a candenaion wherein the fair market value of the right-of-
Secilon 23, Township 8 South, Range # West, no oiher landowners will be provided access ar wity along with the dinsimstion af value o the renaining prapery could be sgregated o determine
céherwise affecied. The furiher séreiches of Soes Camyan Boad will remain closed o ihe public, compensaian in the landawser.
and the land holders of Timber Ceeek LLC, Headwaters Ranch Limited Fartnesship, and VI . I b
Christopher Smith will not be affecsed. -

Montasa Code Section 7030102 enumisrates ic uses of real praperty. Wikhin thosse
rdless, for sake af fomaliey, we oote that representailves of Timber Creck LLC, enumeraied public uses are “rauds... for warking mif’.if.’-« By m-':ngp.ua fur warklog
Headwatess Ranch Linsited Fastnership, and Christopter Smith all peblicly epeessed cpposiiion mines i a public use, the Meotana legislate recognizes the public benefits associated with the
and did not consent g0 the First Pettsion. Prioe in the subamission of ihis Petlilon, ve sacked out o exisience of operating mines in a comanuniiy. s cxplained (n furiher detall below, access iz the
all three: landowners to infoem them dat cur progeesal wiuld oo anger imgacs their linds High Divide Mincral Esiair through the Boar 1s vital io allow High [ivide o posentially matneain
Sang term minisg operations in the County. And a5 High Divide's minisg aperstions continue in

oo Pronanmr Cosrora Beciroos-Way ESTam 158G THE Boan ehe Caunty, 50 40 the asselaed benchis,

Prediciing the exnct cosi of re-establisking the Boad cannoi be done with cefalnty, bt we While there ae several benefis s opening the Boar, smong the main benefies are
submii that the probable cos may include the following: 11 e fir markes value of the right-of- eccmamic bhenefits derived from the sxes and long-term viabilisy f the minksg aperations is the
wary i0 be acquired; and (i} the potenidal ni of the Road if d dl o b necossany. Couniy. As explained in furihes detall below, noianly dos the edsicnoe of the Road, and thus the

essablishmese of the Smsith Dillon Ming the “Seith Diffea”) increase the County's tax

Wi estimate the cost of scquining te right-ofway at fair market value would b, &t most, Ease, but it allows for the costinued vishility of the existing @le mising jobs in the County,
£1.850 00 per acre* The Smigh Lnkt & currenily marketing poriloes of the Smith Unlt Broperey for pwviding & sigaificant public besefi i te Costy.
approximaicly 5185000 per acre, and nearbry Land for sale is cuently markesed o arosd
S1ETA00 per acre® As deploied in Exdibit A, the First Roue (ke longer opiies) with an A Tar Bemefls.

appraximate soay (G0} foot easement would cover appenximately 121 acres. Ar the estimated

cnst of §1,850.00 per scre, the fadr market value of an easemesd for the Road shoukd not be more The: ccannmic beneflis thad can be derived from grasting this petdiion ane hased In part on

the potential tax besefits assockaied with devebopment of a working mine in de County. While

fhan §22,308.00. By valulng a righl-cF-way e the ueof| Toa:shenle hig there: hawve Bean srueral eale mines: within the Dhllan area, tese mines were locased In Madiscs
e believe this represents an avesestimation of the fair market vabee of the right-of-way for the Caunty, ih limifing the tax Exnclés to his . Cpening the Road will allow access ta

and esable the envisioned developmes: of a working mine, the Smish Dillen, w be located withis

. | . N Section 23, Towaship § South, Rangs § West. The ability ts develap the Smith Dillon s

n regard m necessary improvements. so the Foad, we belizve |intied 10 60 improvement econoemic and pubilic beneflt that would elevate the County's fax bose. IF developed, the Smith

il b necessary. We are not rroguestiog the establishment of a new mad with the full costs af new Dillon is estimaied bo ke of & similar size and openstion & the cerent “Regal™ or “Imperiol” mines

road cansiruction. Rasher the Road propesed 15 2 parileo oF an exszing road, and we are regacsilg Jocatee in Madisoe Cuanty. At full apreaticns, the Regat Mine has prowid Madison Cosmsy the
that the Board recpen the Road as & currendy exists. The Cownty s not required o immediasely foblawing in property (m revems:
improve the Rosd & the Board “may dscrmine the Jove! and soope of malaiemanee ai & oounry )
o under its Jurisdicrion.” Fanther, the lnng-ierm cost of mainiaining the Road will ke migaied Tax Year Eraperty Tases
as High Divide will enter inin an agreement with the County i maintain the Road 50 5 0 not
increase malmiesance costs i the Cownty. 20124 SESEETL 58
20021 SI7084% 0
2022 5354 401 80
* Fleunu rasa the iting of the Ao = g :ﬂ::l ﬁﬁ:;‘;

can b P OO (0 B
¥ Pl rarie the lnding for de Caries ipa

P AT T LT R —
* Wrmtana Crxle Sectien 1042 10004). * Mlirsbena Conde Seetian 1020102651,
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B Viablity of Lang. Verm Mining Operations.

Talc milning and processing by High Divide [and ks predecessors) has provided a conslssent
econoamic base and jabs for the County far over seventy (T} years. Over the lass decade, this has
resulid i cansistent above average salary jobs, whether s the minlng slies themsehves or ihe mine

plant kocaied bn Dillon along 1-0%. sotaling approximatcly 80 current jobs. The vast
majoriey of those Jobs are filled by workess wha lve inthe County, whase children aend County
schools, and whase dollars are speni buylng goods and scevices in the Couniy.

Absent the ability in develop the High Divide Mineral Estate s the Soith Dillos, the
Caunty risks a posential closure of the minksg operatians, in the fubse. This would result o a loss
of the exisilng propesty tax base associzied with High Divide's processing facillties, which nam
Beiween S305,000 i $E50,000 aver ihe last wen years wih ihe avessge property iax being
appraximately $470,000.00 annually.

Beyosd imues and Jobs, there are many sddiilonal econcan c hemeflis provided inihe County
related e subsidiary services bheing in the County by virue of the tale mining operatiors. These
supparting service jobe, from tucking 1o fuel supply, are put at risk if the High Divide Mineral
Estate cammot be funker explored and developed. In summation, the long-tems econamic benefic
of canilnued ke mining opesgions io the Comdy bs vosi.

At curmea estimancs, the existing mining aperations for High Divide have under

[20) years left and witbost a sultable replacement mine, such as the Smiih Ditlan, fuiure mining
operaians will be linsitid and reduced bn the shan-term and could end in the long-sem. A1 present,
the Smigh Dilles & the best eptian for a fulure tale nvine o prolong long-term viabilizy. Throsgh
ko explosatinn wark, the Smith Dillen has known @l reserves of sufflcient quakity and quantivy
ta replace ihe Treasure Mine s it maves oui of oaTent operailons. Furiher, the Smiih Dillos |s

mane proximase (o exising processing operations. For dese masces, the ability to develop the
Smigh Dillen 15 vital in the kong germ viabiliy of talc mising aperations In the County.

For the healih of the Countys minkg Industry, It Is essenilal to provide access s High
Divide's nuineral reserves al the Smigh Dillon 1F High Divide s unable to access and develop s
minerals and exgand s operations, area mising Jobs and subsidiary services that suppan the
mlnlnguﬂymnldbcjmp:dlud

Cpening the Road will nat ooy allow High Divide 10 potentially expand (15 operations o
ehie Smitks Dadlan, but it will help 1o eesune continued coonomic saability i the oy,

Friftirs b= Dpes Acma Casyus Ressl
hsrch 2K, 2005
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E. Summary of beaefis.

Cantrary 1o the stuasian In 1991 when the Axes Canyon Read was abandaned, future
of prlvaie property will be serviced by the road, the Couniy's Jong-term ecosmic

stabiility is threatened if the Smith Dillon cannot be developed, and the Cowty would see additional
sconcamic beneflts In the Foms of Incrensed propesty s upon developasent of the Smith Dilles,
For these reasons, ceestablisbanent of the Road 1 in the County and public s best interest. As the
Cannty contnuies 0 prow and expan, s does the need for 11 oods. The Road is esential o the
& elogament af the County. R the Read &% 5 oty road will peovide &
for mining in thee Caunty, Joh  and geseral
pbilic.use benefits.

VIL Lk Ta0s PETTIS

The Petition Includes the following dorumenis in accordance with Mootana Code Seciion
T-14-260111).

Exhibl A: Depicthan of Axes Canyan Hoad,
Exhiblt B: Sigrature Farm fos Frocholders Requesting the Opening of ihe Rosd.
Exhible € Aves Canyon Road Abasdoement Documeses.

WL ESTED ACTION

Canslstent with this Peiitlon, we respecifially request that the Board:

1. Investigaie the feasibility, desirability, and costs associased with opening Axes Camvon
Fenad wighin 30 days of recetving this Pesition, bn collaboraiton wish the County Serveyar,
prarsuant (o Moseana Code Seciion 7-14-2603(1);

2 Publish sotice of this petition and any subsequent beartng regarding the same in a2
newspager of general cisculatian, namely the Dillon Tribune, an Guse public natice of the
subsequeni hearlng io placed, as deemed appropriaie, bui in ai least theee |ocatins o
prowide notice sa the peblic;

3 Send, by cenified mail, sotice o all affected landowners, as idenibfied bn this Preitlon, af
the acceptance of this Petitlon for formal Beard review and besrieg and peovide notice of
the time and place when a decishon on this Peiltion will be heard;

4. Hodd a regular or special mesting o enter a decksion an this Peritinn; and

Frittinn to Opes Aoy Casys Rl
Mlarch 2K, 25
Fage 10

[5 Chitver Problic Benefits.

The beneflis af High Divide's operations In the local commemity mind bqnnd;m-d
aNES, amed Faor examgle, High Divide
contributss 1o Untied Wy of Beaveshoad County theough iis employee donation and company
match progrim.

High Diwide &5 also a large supponer of the Beaveshead County 4-H program and
contributes. funding w0 the Dillon Cubs Amserican Leglon Baschall eams for their bus mvel o
EoUMEmEnts and games.

Owverall, the existence af a mining presence in the County contribuies greatly (o our
comnniiy. Opmlngntnmdhummmﬂlmﬂunlvﬂ:hmummhqmmhnm

and our County, and thus continue 10 ooneriks in many WS
0. Preservanion of Access 1w Real Propenty foteress.
The Axes Convon Road was used as a public road before 1816 umill s
patative I 1991, As b d In the ahass Included in
Exdhibili C, the crigizal decision by the Cowsty io “shandon” the road was decided an a 2.1 voie

by the Board and with vociferaus debate by the |ocal communliy.® The cverwbelning reasan
Etven 1o absandan the Rosd stems o be e Imit access i de private land holdings, In the face of
oppesiilon from High Divide's predecessor-in iniosesi, Pliees Inc. formesly known s
Chas. Plizer & Co., Inc (“Pfler’), sbandonment was condisioned on the existence of &
petvate agreemesd that would allow future develogment of the real properiy iniesesis In. the
minesal esiate we now Idenilfy as the High Divide Mineral Estate. That *peiviie agreement” was
mever recarded in the County Recards, the subsequent owness of the propenty (the Smith Usdt)
dmyusuumumd.ulm.:mnump Divide Mineral Esmte.  Yed, celginally

Plizer agreed to mot pursue an ebjection e the abandonmen oatingent on the County's
assistance in securing access 1o s el propery interesis '

I the same sbandooment peocess fram 1991 was beought sy, the Coumey wo be
restricsed Froms clnsieg the entinety of the Axes Canyon Bood."' The decision i shandon Axes
Cany Road resulied in the sirading of privaie real property Inieresis, the High Divide Mincral
Estare. New, thirty years later, the fsture of talc mising in the County Is thevatened. and we regeest
the Boand's nssistance o honor the County"s earlier tack agreement (o abandon ihe Road on the
conditian af fuiure access (o the Smiih Dilicn In bringleg this Petision, we are zsking ihe County
0 by an ko that was insdvertiendly created b tar will have [astng £eonamic consequences
ca the County.

mm-hmunmﬁa._.uum_,-— tha hirans Dhpastmsesi of Siste Larch,
kg ey, g sl cpproved

= Sew Bervorhead Cousty Puilic Beconts, Commbaion atnd July 15, 18101,

1 S elirmt. Uizl Sectiarn 7-1-2615 03] - N[p'm‘iﬁ‘hlnen-f_r h ol priling g
_.hpugm.dma.a_._quh_i:n_hpmhhu_hpm
landeemer o],

Priition 13 Opes Acoma Canyus Rosd
Mlorch 28, 2025
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5. If the Petition Is approved, proceed 1o apen the Road at once, s authocized undes Montana
Code Section 7-14-2605,

We appreciate your attentlon to this matter and look foeward 10 your cansidesation and
respanse.

Commissioner Jackson opened by allowing Gage to discuss the changes to the new
petition.
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Gage added the new petition does not include the road to go through to the BLM land. It
is only being asked to open the road to section 23 where they have their mineral rights
in response to the public.

McGinley asked Sky if this resets the timeline. Sky responded the Commissioners have
30 days from this petition submission to get this case reviewed.

McGinley added in 30 days the Commissioners will have the decision. Today we are
acknowledging the new petition.

All the minutes from the last meeting and the letters are part of the official record.

Sky added now is not the day for the town hall and comment on the petition itself but
this is public notice that there will be a public hearing.

Coty added there is 30 days to make the investigation and then within 10 days all
owners need to be notified of the decision.

McGinley added, as the petition is now, there is only one land owner that is abudding.
Gage added there is only the Smith Unit and the mine as mineral rights owners.

Coty added the petition came in on March 28™" so the 30 days is through April 28™".
Judy Brown added for the Commissioners to look at the bridge over the creek on Buster
Brown Rd and the culverts if they’re suitable for the large trucks driving over.

McGinley added, he wanted to set ground rules- this is not a conversation or argument
between anyone, this is ask the Commissioners to look into and they will respond.
Public comment is to the Commissioners not other members of the audience.

Jackson thanked all for coming. Rice added we will let everyone know about a public
hearing date when it is scheduled.

Gage asked if the hearing would be within or after the 30 days, it was responded that it
will likely be after the 30 day time period.

No further comments were made.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction Not on Agenda

Unfinished Business/Other Topics of Discussion

Routine matters occupied the attention of the Board for the remainder of the day.

Payment of Invoices

The Commissioners reviewed and approved invoices for a total of $77,292.56 beginning
with check #217512 and ending with check #217559. The Invoice Payment Schedule is
located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

4/1/25 Void Ck #217508,217509

4/1/25 CK# 217510 Justin Kellabrew Change for Machine at Fairgrounds
4/3/25 CK# 217511 Lori Blaede Road Dept. Hoist and Pulley

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned
at 5:00 p.m.

Attest: Approved:
Clerk of the Board Chairman of the Board
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