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October 27, 2025 Regular Session of the Beaverhead County Commissioners  

  
The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session 
on October 27, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners Room of the Beaverhead County 
Courthouse.   Present Commissioner John Jackson, Commissioner C. Thomas Rice, 
Commissioner Michael McGinley and Commissioner Support Specialist Dana Basile.   
  
Pledge of Allegiance  
  
At this time, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance aloud to begin the day.  
  
Updates on County Projects  
  
Road Supervisor Bob Ferris was present and reported the following. They bladed out in 
the Melrose area and are working on snow plow equipment to get ready for winter.   
The following Road Department Report was submitted and scanned into the minutes:  
  

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK 

October 19th to October 25th 2025 

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas 

 

DILLON AREA 

• Blade Trapper Creek, Cherry Creek, Big Horn, Schoolhouse, Browne’s 

Bridge Rd, Bannack Bench Rd, Mansfield Ln 

• Repairs and Maintenance 

• Road Check 

 

WISDOM AREA 

• Blade Steel Creek 

• Shop Clean, Equipment Clean, Yard Clean  

• Equipment Move 

• Check Local Roads, Checked Valley 

 

LIMA AREA 

• Install Culvert on Lima Dam Rd and Bimat Ln 

• Hauled Gravel on Bimat Ln 

• Bladed on Big Sheep Creek, South Valley Rd and Sage Creek Rd 

• Shop Maintenance 

• Moved Equipment and Equipment Repair 

• Checked Local Roads 
  
Fairgrounds Manager Justin Kellabrew, Clerk and Recorder Stacey Reynolds, Facilities 
Supervisor Shonna Graham, Land Use Sanitarian Tom Wagenknecht, Public Health 
Director Lilia Guillen-Sanchez, Food Use Sanitarian Joyce Pollastro, Weeds Supervisor 
Amber Burch, County Attorney Sky Jones and County Planner Tina Caron joined the 
meeting.  
  
Tom added that he has been at training a lot recently. He attended an incident 
management class last week.   
  
Justin commented that he has electricians coming in this week for work at the fairgrounds. 
He has been busy cleaning stalls and getting winter ready.   
  
Shonna mentioned the electrician was here Friday working on the handicap doors. Last 
week there were a lot of jail issues with plumbing. They got the cameras installed at Public 
Health. The Piping for generator was installed last week and they should be running 
cables through the courthouse this week.   
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Joyce added that she is finishing up inspections and working on quarter 3 audit for the 
state.   
  
Stacey commented that they have been processing ballots that have been trickling in. 
She will be in Three Forks this afternoon.   
  
Lilia added that they have been busy with immunization clinics throughout the county. 
They will be doing immunizations for BeeHive and possible for Pioneer and MYCA. 
Behavioral Health Coordinator started last week, and the new Public Health nurse starts 
this week.   
  
Amber mentioned almost all is wrapped up and put away for the winter and she is now 
working on grants.   
  
Tina added this week she is working on a wireless communication ordinance.   
  
Sky commented about the lease for gun range this morning. Busy week in court this week. 
No applicants yet for CA position.   
  
  
Discussion and Action- Renewing the Lease for the Dillon Gun Range  
 
Present: County Attorney Sky Jones, Jim and Nancy Mayne, Dillon Tribune Casey Elliot, 
Tim Jones, Jack Patton  
  
The lease for the Dillon Gun Range is up for renewal in 2027. Sky has been working on 
the lease to extend the period for 40 years so they are able to apply for grants to FWP 
and Friends of the NRA for improvements.   
  
Sky discussed the changes. Lease term is 40 years. Added if regulations should change, 
they need to follow those for insurance. Added inspection of the property, no notice 
required anymore. Also, gun club needs to keep county up to date on who is the 
responsible party for payment and contact.   
  
Tim added the main purpose for the lease extension is for the grants and improvements.   
  
McGinley added the lease should follow suit of all other county leases in payment being 
due in January every year. Sky said he will make that change. McGinley also added most 
of the leases are $50 for the year so we should make them all the same.   
 
McGinley also questioned the fencing paragraph about the whole lot being fenced. This 
has never been enforced but it needs to be for liability reasons or taken out. Sky will 
change the language to state “if necessary... the Gun Club will be responsible for 
fencing...”   
  
All parties are in agreement for these changes.   
   

MOTION: Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice 
seconded that the lease for the Dillon Gun Club be approved.  A 
verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.  

  
  
Discussion and Action- DUI Task Force Invoice Approval   
 
Shannon Burkenpas and Monique Schofield joined the Commissioners to discuss paying 
the invoices. She began with updating the commissioners on the invoice from Sober 
Rides to pay for the drivers. They were two months behind and the total is over $16,000. 
They had a meeting last week and there was not a quorum to be able to approve these. 
She has concerns about the invoices presented- they were not coded properly and no 
statements included. They have a budget for Sober Rides and paying this invoice would 
put them over that. There are a lot of unsupported charges and she is concerned with 
paying them without all the proper documents backing this up. She is seeking guidance 
from the Commissioners.   
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McGinley asked about members of the board and questioned paying the vice chair. He 
also stated they cannot pay what is past their cash report.   
 
Monique explained that this year it was supposed to be taken out of the hands of one to 
be spread on the board members. They need clear direction. There were a lot taking 
advantage of the sober rides over labor day- taking rides like a taxi. The goal of the 
program is to get home safely not get to the bars and fair. They are obligated to pay 
drivers and pay the vendors that submitted a clear invoice, they will not pay the charges 
that cannot be validated.   
  
McGinley added a few years ago they went over budget and they clarified it was only to 
be sober rides home not around town. The funds come from DUI and donations-this is 
not tax payer money.   
  
Monique is asking for Commissioner support to only be “sober rides home” which was the 
initial intent.   
 
Rice said they need to make sure the drivers know the rides home only.   
 
Jackson asked for clarification on the mission statement of Sober Rides Home should be 
the clarification.   
 
Shannon added she is trying to tackle the manipulation of the board.   
They needed the backing of the Commissioners to move forward.   
  
The Commissioners are in agreement of going back to the initial mission of Sober Rides 
Home.    
 
McGinley commented on the vice chair being compensated for her time and making 
decisions, that needs to stop.   
  
The Commissioners approved the invoices to pay the drivers from Task Force Funds.   
  
  
Recess   
  
At 12:00 noon, Commissioner Jackson recessed the meeting.  At 1:30 p.m., 
Commissioner Jackson, Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice reconvened 
the meeting with Assistant Dana Basile present.  
  
  
  
Action on Previous Meeting Minutes  
  
The minutes of the October 20, 2025 meeting were read and the following motion was 
made:    
  

MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley 
seconded that the minutes be approved.  A verbal vote was 
taken and the motion carried unanimously.  

  
Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction Not on Agenda  
  
New or Unfinished Business/Other Topics of Discussion  
  
Routine matters occupied the attention of the Board for the remainder of the day.  
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Payment of Invoices  
 
10/22/25 Betty wrote checks 219008-219011  
USPS, Shaylee Padilla, Crystal McKinney, Savannah Padilla  
  
The Commissioners reviewed and approved invoices for a total of $41,218.40 beginning 
with check #219012 and ending with check #219059. The Invoice Payment Schedule is 
located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.  
  
  
Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction  
  
Adjourn  
  
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned 
at 5:00 p.m.  
 
  
Attest:       Approved:                                                                                                                                   

Clerk of the Board                    Chairman of the Board  


