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November 10, 2025 Regular Session of the Beaverhead County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session
on November 10, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners Room of the Beaverhead
County Courthouse. Present Commissioner John Jackson, Commissioner C. Thomas
Rice, Commissioner Michael McGinley and Commissioner Support Specialist Dana
Basile.

Pledge of Allegiance

At this time, those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance aloud to begin the day.

Updates on County Projects

Road Supervisor Bob Ferris was present and reported the following. They bladed some
roads, hauled gravel, and cleaned cattleguards. They are all waiting for winter.
The following Road Department Report was submitted and scanned into the minutes:

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK
November 2nd to November 8th 2025
Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas

DILLON AREA
e Blade Coyote Cr. Bloody Dick. Anderson In. Bond, Sweetwater, Stevenson. Ten Mile. Carter Cr.
Smith
¢ llaul Gravel Sweetwater
e Repairs and Maintenance
e Road Check

WISDOM AREA
¢ Blade Miner Lake. Rock Creek. Little Lake and Lower North Fork
e Load/llaul Gravel Lower North Fork
e Check Local Roads

LIMA AREA
e Removed Two (2) Culverts from Munday LN
e [lauled Gravel and Bladed on Munday Lane
e [nstall Culvert and Bladed on Gosman Lane
e (leaned Cattleguards on Medicine Lodge and Lemhi Pass
e  (Checked Local Roads
e Equipment Repair and Move

Fairgrounds Manager Justin Kellabrew, Clerk and Recorder Stacey Reynolds, Facilities
Supervisor Shonna Graham, Land Use Sanitarian Tom Wagenknecht, Public Health
Director Lilia Guillen-Sanchez, MSU Extension Agent Jack Bazemore, County
Superintendent Mike Miller, Justice of the Peace Randi Braddock, Sheriff David Wendt,
GIS Tracy Sawyer, Weeds Supervisor Amber Burch, County Attorney Sky Jones and
County Planner Tina Caron joined the meeting.

Tom mentioned Nick is out working on one of the trucks. The engineer was at the Solid
Waste board meeting and spoke of expansion. Tom noted that he has been busy with
permits and inquiries and the generator projects.

Jack added there are 167 4H kids that have signed up in Beaverhead County. He will be
out next week working on his Masters project. Working on grants.

Justin commented on finished electrical projects. Working on the roof this week.

Mike added Reichle and Wisdom went to DC. He is going to a conference regarding
homeschoolers.

Stacey mentioned last week's election went well. She is working on the election canvas
this week. Her new security camera monitor was hung last week.
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Amber mentioned she is working on a presentation this week and she will be at a
conference in Missoula at the end of the week.

Shonna added last week was the boiler inspection and we passed. West Electric will be
working on the generator this week.

Tina commented on minor subdivisions coming through. She will be attending DNRC
flood plain training.

Randi mentioned last week was a small claims trial, no jury, and another this week. Jury
trial December 17", Staying busy with evidentiary hearings.

Lilia added Jess will be going to car seat tech class this week to certify her as a safety
check technician. Katie is finishing WIC training.

Tracy mentioned lots of computers and phone updates. Phones went down yesterday,
back up and running. He will be in NC this week on vacation.

Sheriff Wendt added that they have been busy and the jail is currently at 14.

Sky added there was a meeting last night with DEQ regarding the septic site at the landfill
and getting contracts in place with local septic companies. No district court upstairs this
week. Margot out today in Bozeman.

McGinley mentioned previous County Attorney Jed Fitch passed away last week.

Discussion _and Action- Resolution 2025-24 Intent to Consolidate Coroner with
Sheriff Department

Sheriff David Wendt, Clerk and Recorder Stacey Reynolds, County Attorney Sky Jones
were present.

David said they took over August 1+ and it has been going good. They have been learning
a lot.

Sky added this is something common in the state of Montana. It makes economic sense.
There are only around 9 counties in Montana that do not have these combined.
McGinley asked Stacey if this changes anything on the ballot.

Stacey replied she just needs to change it from two separate positions to only one
Sheriff/lCoroner. From here on out on the ballot and duties required, the Sheriff will also
have to be the Coroner.

Today is a resolution of intent to start the conversation.
MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley
seconded to sign Resolution 2025-24 of Intent to Consolidate

the Coroner with the Sheriff's Office. A verbal vote was taken
and the motion carried unanimously.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-24
A RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO CONSOLIDATE SHERIFF AND CORONER

WHEREAS, There is a vacancy in the elected office of the coroner: and

WHEREAS, Since the vacancy occurred, the County Commissioners have assigned the
coroners duties to the Sheriff and three (3) of his deputy coroners . and

WHEREAS, mosi of the counties in Montana have combined the Sheriff and Coroners
Office. and

NOW, THERFORE, be it resolved that the Commissioners of Beaverhead County have
the Intention to consclidate the Coroners Office with the Sheriff Office.

DATED THIS 10th day of November 2025.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSION

John H. Jackson
Chairman
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C. Thomas Rice
Commissioner
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Michael J. McG {

Commissioner
Attest:
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Stacey nolds

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder
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115726 Fee:$ 0.00 File: RESOLUTION 2025-24 |
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Stacey R Clerk and R.

By Shawnce Buslespals

Discussion and Action- Final Plat Approval Baldy View Minor Subdivision
Present: County Planner, Tina Caron, Paul Lacey with Montana Quality Builders,
Rochelle Hoerning Planner Assistant.

Tina read aloud the prepared packet. The Beaverhead County planning dept and planning
board are recommending to approve this minor subdivision.

There were no further questions from the Commissioners.

MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley
seconded to approve the final plat of Baldy View Minor
Subdivision. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried
unanimously.

Discussion and Action- Karli King with MACo MCT
Karli King, Tyler Bracken, Sheriff Wendt, Tracy Sawyer

Karli began with wanting to present and go over what they have been able to find so far
and review. They were able to identify some services to consolidate and update.
McGinley asked about the phone systems being obsolete in March. Tracy clarified he is
working on it.

Tyler went over the updated information for the Commissioners including the telecom cost
reduction and analysis. Our specific situation is rural and not many options to update and
change. He mentioned the phone system is going end of life in March.

Tracy is gathering information on going hybrid. Tyler commented they can assist with this
transition as a resource. Options were discussed.
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Karli discussed if we were signed up with MCT then we would have once a month check
ins with the contract and there could be a hybrid position working with MCT all the time,
such as Tracy.

Tyler discussed the PBX system moving to the cloud.

McGinley brought up the Univision bill in the Sheriffs department and it needing to be
updated. The Sheriff elaborated on the bills and wanting a change.

Tyler added that MCT is a holistic approach, one of their goals can be reduce costs.
Having meaningful discussions about the direction of the county's IT.

Karli added they are working for an association where the conversation is a priority of the
tax dollars. Private businesses don't have that same mission focus.

McGinley asked about the form they signed giving them permission to act on the county’s
behalf and Karli answered yes, they have that and will continue.

Tyler they want to fully examine and understand without creating new problems.

McGinley added the Commissioners need to appoint a person to be the point of contact
such as Tracy to work with MCT. The other commissioners agreed to appoint Tracy.

Tyler asked for clarification on the phone system. Tracy is hoping to have a new system
by the next Fiscal year.

Karli will look into getting information on the contract with Univision to piece it out and
make sure they are billing correctly.

Discussion- Seitz Insurance Safety Presentation
Jamie Larson, David Seitz, Mark Rosenleaf

David stated they are here to deliver the dividend check from Workers Comp.

McGinley asked if everyone got the 23%. It was replied yes.

Mark presented to the Commissioners the loss experience report data. The full report can
be found with the Finance Department. The most claims are from types motor vehicle
accident, slips trips falls, or struck by object. He discussed briefly Heinrich’s Triangle
Theory.

David added if you historically look at the county data one of the areas we are struggling
with is the safety standpoint and they are missing major trainings for the safety
coordinators from various counties. He elaborated on the areas of concern.

McGinley added we are currently experiencing the effects of that with our turn over of our
safety coordinator.

David added this might be a good roll into the DES coordinator position with the capability
and tools.

McGinley asked about how the one major incident will affect us in this and with a
dedicated person that could've been avoided. David replied it is not as bad as it seems.

Mark added he can work with Becky on what he thinks she should do for future to promote
safety.

McGinley mentioned our promoting safety incentive did not get any traction. One was
turned in and rewarded. Mark added it should be an anonymous thing so the stipulation
is taken out.

Numbers were discussed and savings.
David added they met with the City of Dillon and will be signing them on for workers comp
so there may be room for trainings between county and city with a lot of the same

programs.

Jamie asked of Becky how they can help assist. Becky replied training. McGinley
questioned if they have put too much on her plate.
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Stacey asked how do we get the employees more involved without feeling like tattling.
Becky replied the safety committee needs to be people who want to be involved not just
there to be a committee. Mark added they can help from afar with a training or something
put together and we can reach out to other counties to see how they are doing it well.

Stacey added years ago there used to be full employee trainings that were mandatory
like active shooter, defensive driving, etc. To engage them more.

Mark added information about the hierarchy of control.

They will all be present for the Safety Meeting this afternoon.

Recess

At 12:00 noon, Commissioner Jackson recessed the meeting. At 1:30 p.m,,
Commissioner Jackson, Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice reconvened

the meeting with Assistant Dana Basile present.

Safety Team Meeting

The minutes from the Safety Team Meeting can be found in the Finance Office.

Discussion and Action- Emergency Speed Ordinance Pioneer Drive

Last week Deputy Fields joined the Commissioners to express concern regarding
Pioneer Drive and the detour from MT91. The detour is officially down Schuler but a lot
of drivers are missing Schuler and driving down Pioneer. There is a sharp curve on
Pioneer and Deputy Fields is concerned with ice and accidents.

MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley
seconded to sign the Emergency Speed Ordinance for Pioneer
Drive. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried
unanimously.

The ordinance is in effect through the completion of the construction. The road
department will place 25mphn§'i.9ns along Pioneer.

namEpmiaeTiem
115735 Fee:s 0.00 File: ORDINANCE 2025-02 P.
DEAVERMEAD COUNTY Filed 11/10/3025 A1 4:01 PM
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Beaverhead County
Emergency Speed Limit Ordinance
Ordinance Number 2025-02
It is heteby tved that the ing pency is hereby ad

Whereas, pursuant 10 the provisions of Section 7-5-104, M.CA., an emergency exitts with
respect to ure of cerlain B haad County m. d rasdy beciuwe of the substantial
potential for adverse offects upon health, salety, and propenty of those indinaduals uung said
roadi

1. Definitions
3. MOTOR VEHICLE: Motor vehicke shall be defined or means a vehicle propelled by

i3 own power and designated prlmarnily 10 transport perons of propery upon

the raads and highways of the states. Included in thes definition are trailery, semi-

trailers, and house trailers a4 defined by Section 61-1-102 M.CA.

VEMICLE: Vehithe means every device in, upon, of by which any peron or

property may be tramported of driawn upon 3 public highway 3 defined by

Section 61-1-103 M.CA

€. MOTORCYCLE. Motortycle means a motor vehicle having not more than theee
13} wheels in contact with the ground with 3 saddle on which the operator sits or
a platiorm in which he stands and a dtiving wheel in contact with the ground in
addation to the wheel of the wehicle itwelf A motarcyele may carry one of more
altachments and a seal for the conveyance of a pavenger, The team does not
nchude o tractor

d. DAYTIME/NIGHTTIMI: Daytime is defined a3 onc-haif hour bofore wunrie Lo
ane-ball hour after sunset. Nighttime means at any other hour,

2. WHIREAS, construction along Montana Highway 91 in currently ongoing through the
winter and the detour toute uling Moncer Dnve is caue for concern for local residents
and law enlorcerment with upcoming wintor road conditioni. Therefore, it shall be
untawiul for any porson to oprrate a muotor velidule o velse uf gy Chie siter cpoi o
county 1oad in rsceis of the posted speod hmit

3, Posted Spocd Limits o Tollows
THE POSTED SPEED LIMITS FOR __ Poncet Dive
BEGINNING AT: Highway 31

= o A A
ENDING AT, _ Laknar Lane .__‘,a‘fl'/_—""r‘:.’
THE SPEED LMIT SHALL BE 25 mph 3 “:% \&
- l'\%\.:: = &
g
e
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BEAVERHEAD COUNTY Filed 11/10/2025 At 4:03 PM

4. This spred restriction shall not operate as & waiver of the basic rule requisement which
Is any person operating or driving a vehicle of any character upon the public roads of
this county shall drive in 3 careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed no greater
than is reasonable and proper under the conditions exnting at the point of operation,
taking into account the amount and character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of
vehicle, grade and width of highway. condations of sennce and freedom obstruction Lo
view ahead. Persons shall drive 50 35 not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life,
limb, property, or other nghts of the persons entitled to the use of the road

5. Viglation of this ordinance shall be cited under Section 61-8-303, M.C A, punishable ay
provided In Section 61-10-147, 1A C A l

PASSED BY THE BOARD, OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR BEAVERHEAD COUNTY,
MONTANA, THIS /2 * DAY OF /O, 2025.

ATTEST:

AR h
Wi —
Stacey Rbynolds, Clerk & Recorder

uwhw 1 M(Gorgu Comm:wonet

£ THorAs”, /\/ze

C. Thomas Rice, Commissioner

Action on Previous Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the November 3, 2025 meeting were read and the following motion was
made:

seconded that the minutes be approved. A verbal vote was

MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley
taken and the motion carried unanimously. I

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction Not on Agenda

New or Unfinished Business/Other Topics of Discussion

Routine matters occupied the attention of the Board for the remainder of the day.

Payment of Invoices
Ck#219090 Erik Lopez Sober Rides $2400

The Commissioners reviewed and approved invoices for a total of $128,124.49 beginning
with check #219091 and ending with check #219153. The Invoice Payment Schedule is
located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned
at 5:00 p.m.

, \Q/ |
Attest: \\\.\ﬁ.\n\x\J Approved: L4~ ;j;,/ j dﬁ//”’

lerk of the Board / 7~ Chairman gf/the Board
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