
7 

C LU E s QUICK-REFERENCE 
Use CLUES to identify potential contaminants 

and prioritize testing for private well water. 

MAY SUGGEST THESE 
CONTAMINANTS EXAMELES 

| 3 
+ How old is the well? i @ Bacteria/ 

How d it? | " Microbial Contaminants 

g e |y Lead Well construction and 
CHARACTERISTICS | + Dugor drilled? i po condition can affect the 

OF THE WELL « Has it flooded? | ‘ Copper risk of surface water 

| | inati | 
" Whatarethepumbing |\ Nivate halow wels kel S 
materials (lead, copper, ‘ more vulnerable) o 

” galvanized)? ‘ Others depending 

| on conditions 
| I 

|« What activities occur fi Nitrate 

pearby? & Pesticides/Herbicides 
« Agriculture or livestock? VOCs (solvents, Land use can introduce | 

LAND USE - Industry or manufacturing? | b4 industrial chemicals) chemicals of pathogens 
+ Mining? 6 Beas to groundwater through 

i surface infiltration 
fi! | + Miitary installations & " o et & Frbtoperwasts 

or fire training areas? chromium, etc.) management. [ 

| k= Septic systems? u Petroleum products | 

} « Landfills or waste sites? Others depending ‘ 

; | on activities | 
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| : 7 
| + Are infants or young é Nitrate (especially 
| children using the important for infants) | 5 ; 
| water? Lead, Nitrate, | comaminanspose . | 

USERSAT |, prognant people? i certain chemicals L s 
INCREASED RISK | R cortan poptiors: ‘ 
°® |+ Older adults? fi. conta'mina s Who is drinking the 

® - Iimmunocompromised Niabhal e matte | 

h |  individuals? o contaminants | 
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|+ What is the local geology () Arsenic 
(bedrock, sand/gravel, Uranium 
karst, etc.)? [ 4 Geology and environmental 

ENVIRONMENTAL & * Are naturally occurring ® Mang.anese conditions can contribute 

| GEOLOGIC CONDITIONS | contaminants known (F) Fluoride naturally occurring 
| inthe area? === Radon contaminants or affect 

« Is the area prone to 5 = how easily contaminants 
: flooding °’%"°”flm ‘ Saloity reach gro{nct::ate:.n ; 

|+ What is the depth and Others depending 
S —— | vulnerability of the | on conditions 

} aquifer? = _— 

|+ What information already 00 State Geological Survey 
exists? | @ Sute Health Department y 

|+ Where can we find local State Environmental Usy cdstingdatasnd. * 8 
SOURCESOF | data and resources? ¥ Agency trusted resourcesto fill | 

EXISTING INFORMATION | | @D UsGs information gaps and | 

| r:;::::v: residents EPA strengthen decision- | 

- | p |.si  Previous sampling data making. | 

= ]‘ Have peay els ” Local investigations & ‘ 

{LCbean testede -8 i community concerns ke e < 

(- PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER S| 
Use CLUES to identify likely contaminants, then prioritize based on likelihood, ij 
health risk, and the ability to take action (test, treat, or protect). 

% The goal is not memorizing a contaminant list - it is learning how to determine what matters Ig:all
y. J 


